
 

Bromfield School Council Minutes 
WEDNESDAY, December 11, 2019 

Faculty Lounge 3 PM  
 
Vision Statement: 
 
The Harvard Public Schools community, dedicated to educational excellence, guides all 
students to realize their highest potential by balancing academic achievement with personal 
well-being in the pursuit of individual dreams.  The students engage in learning how to access 
and apply knowledge, think critically and creatively, and communicate effectively.  They develop 
the confidence and ability to understand diverse perspectives, collaborate, and contribute to 
their local, national and global communities. 
 

Members  Present:  Scott Hoffman, Karen Strickland, Imogen Slavin, Vivian Liu, Tiana 
Jiang, Vivien Jamba, Ellen Leicher, Abby Besse, Erin Baker, Chris Jones, Ben Myers, 
Colleen Nigzus, Patricia Nilan, Sharon Cronin, SusanMary Redinger (Town of Harvard 
School Committee) 
 

Opening:  How’s your weather 

 

The minutes of the November 6, 2019 School Council meeting were approved 

unanimously. 

 

Principal Report: 

 

1) School of Rock - three great shows-excellent crowds 

2) Veteran’s Day Breakfast 

3) Coffee House, November 15, most successful 

4) Middle School Dance 

5) Homework Free Thanksgiving 

6) Great Athletic Results 

a) Earned league titles in Girls Cross-Country, Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, and Golf.   
b) Brought district finalists trophies back to Bromfield in Girls Cross-Country, Girls Soccer, 

and Golf 
c) And won district and state titles in Boys Soccer! 

7) Spirit Week - Won by Seniors 
8) Homecoming Dance - Over 165 students took part and 14 staff chaperoned. 
9) Donated almost 1000 pounds of food to Loaves and Fishes! 
10) Delivered fresh produce to 12 food pantries. 
11) Presented a great Middle School Concert last Thursday. Sure that high school concert 

will be excellent on the 12th. 
12) Vacation coming up soon! 
13) Parent to Parent Night - 10th and 11th grade parents – good 
14) Staff Changes - Catherine Polis and Cindy Waite retiring. 

 

 



 

School Committee Liaison Report (SusanMary):   

 
School district budget, a 4.23% increase over last year to be presented to FinCom.  Items 
included were additional pre-school and tech support personnel, capital expenditures for 
middle school ramp, bathrooms, landscaping, locker rooms, auditorium, playing fields.  
Good progress on construction of new elementary school, projected ready May 10, 2021. 
 

Subcommittee Reports 

 

- Climate - survey for teachers under development. Meet January 8. 

 

- Balance - January 7, 2:30, Room 283. 

 

- Careers - Need to set date for Reality Fair.  We need to coordinate with Robin Benoit, 

health and wellness, and counseling staff about date.    Need to consider long term 

transition for event.  Meeting planned for Monday, 12/16, 10am. 

- High school internships?  After school and during summer; formalize and make 

more visible than present. 

- Tie into counseling 

- Summer internships perceived as better option than during school year 

- Part of PSP?  Start that earlier. 

 

Insights about Homework Free Thanksgiving Break 

- Future Ideas/Plans 

- Survey to Teachers 

- Homework Principal Discussion 

- Homework on the day before the test? 

- Student members of the council stated that they would like administration to consider a 
few homework free weekends even rather than a vacation free homework.  They pointed 
out that they have more time over vacation and that a few weekends spread throughout 
the school year would be more beneficial. They also noted that the Thanksgiving break, 
because of the snow days, had created more stress and more work compressed into a 
shorter time period. Poll the entire student body about vacation(s) free of homework 
compared to homework free weekends spread through the year? 

 

Continue Vaping Discussion 

 

Less than last year, possibly due to number of crises nationwide.  State law banning 

flavored products helps.  Need to deal better with students already addicted to nicotine.  

SADD might help. 

 

Video Game Addiction Discussion  

- Please read prior to coming to the meeting if possible. 

- Video Games Article from October 22, 2019 New York Times 



 

- MacBooks issued to every student eliminate the need for students to get/build own 

computer “for homework”, with likely use for gaming.  Parents need to look for signs of 

excessive gaming, including tired students, school grades not as good. 

- Social media has similar issues of potential addiction and security issues. 

 

Other Topics 

- Fields Issue 

- User Fees 

- Budgets for field maintenance, repair, rotation 

- Keep issue on front burner 

- Later School Start Time 

- Survey 

- Implications on sports and other activities 

- Coffees 

 

School Council Meeting Calendar 

 

January 15, February 12, March 11, April 8, May 13, June 10 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

 

Ben Myers 

Secretary, Bromfield School Council 

 

 


